THE FIRST PLANNED ECONOMY: THE MERCANTILE SYSTEM
Whether the achievement must be placed to the credit of
economic statesmanship, or ascribed in part to favourable
seasons and the progress of husbandry stimulated by the
needs of an urban population, England became ea famous
kingdom for corn.' She had emerged from the stage in which
the Venetian envoy could write home: cln some places
grain abounds, and there would be much more did not
the natives shun fatigue.5 Nor did she feed her own people
alone. The statistics of the export trade register its growth
and lend colour to the claim that England did Teed other
countries.' Even in the early years of George Ill's reign
Arthur Young still clung to the belief that foreign nations
might be induced 'to buy their corn of us than to cultivate it
themselves.' In the last quarter of the eighteenth century,
when the foundations of the mercantile system began to
crumble, the increase of population led to the abandonment
of the attempt to make England a self-supporting country.
Nevertheless the protection of agriculture survived to the
middle of the nineteenth century when the corn laws were
at length repealed.
The navigation acts were intended to foster the growth of
a mercantile marine: with this end in view they imposed the
obligation to employ native ships. They were a legacy of the
middle ages since the project of safeguarding the carrying
trade dates from the fourteenth century. The navigation
system was only intermittently enforced until the seventeenth
century, when a comprehensive code was embodied in the
famous enactments of 1651 and 1660 which provided the
framework of English naval policy for nearly two centuries.
The act of 1651 forbade any commodity to be imported from
Asia, Africa and America except in English1 ships; and from
Europe except in ships belonging to England or to the
country of its origin. The act of 1660 ordered that the
master of an English vessel and three-fourths at least of its
crew must be English; that all goods exported from or
1 In these acts English included colonial.
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